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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a driving lane determining 
apparatus for vehicles, that can accurately grasp the presence or absence 
of driving paths around an own vehicle or the position of lanes. 
SOLUTION: The driving lane determining apparatus for vehicles comprises a 
virtual lane-setting means 105 for setting a virtual lane in the same shape 
as the output of a road shape-output means 101 around an own vehicle, 
when a road shape is accurately obtained from the output result of a road 
shape output condition-grasping means 101 and the own vehicle is driving 
within the lane, according to the output result of a means 104 for 
determining driving within a lane, a real lane determining means 106 for 
determining a virtual lane as a real lane, when a preceding vehicle that is 
detected by a preceding vehicle-detecting means 102 is present within the 
virtual lane that is set by the virtual lane-setting means 105, and an own 
vehicle driving lane position determining means 107 for determining the lane 
position of the own vehicle in the own vehicle driving path, according to the 
result of the real lane determining means 106. 
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